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the wave-like form being given by pressing in dies.
The great strength and stiffness which the corruga-
tions give to the iron allow it to be used in sheets
of considerable size for the roofs of buildings of
small span almost without framework. The quality
of galvanized sheet iron depends primarily on the
quality of the black sheet iron, and then on the care
with which it is coated with the zinc. Good gal-
vanized sheets can only be made from a good
quality of sheet iron, for if the iron is not cleaned
and free from cinder it will not hold the zinc coating
properly, and spots of rust appear which, eating into
the sheet, make holes on the surface, and so the
iron is exposed to oxidation and destruction. If the
iron is not sufficiently tough and ductile, it will
crack when corrugated, and, though the openings
may be so small as to escape cursory examination,
they will, when exposed to the weather, rapidly
become rusty and render the whole sheet worthless.
The quality also depends on the degree of
purity possessed by the spelter. Spelter is the
name given in commerce to zinc before it is manu-
factured into sheets. The competition which has
prevailed during the last twenty years in this, as in
other trades, and the tendency to judge everything
by the standard of price alone, have resulted in the
production of a large quantity of very inferior
galvanized sheets ; and to this cause in no small
degree is owing the disfavour with which galvanized